Grand Teton National Park
Student Study Guide

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Discover G rand Teton

Discover ... History

Discover ... Geology  Discover ... Wildlife

11,000 Years of Use

The Earliest Visitors

Archeologists suggest that ancient
people began to use the valley 11,000
years ago. They used the area from
spring to fall, but left when winter
arrived.

Days of Mountain Men

By the 1820s, mountain men began to
arrive. They trapped beaver and other
animals for their fur. Jackson Hole,

or the valley at the base of the Teton
Range, was named for a mountain
man, David E. Jackson.

Early Settlers

Isolation and climate kept most people
from living in the valley until the late
19th century. Early settlers harvested
hay, oats and raised cattle. Life was
hard and some barely managed to
survive.

The “Dudes”

Dudes were wealthy visitors from the
east who traveled to the valley to
experience “western life.” They were
some of the first tourists to the area
that is now Grand Teton National
Park.

A National Park for All

Many people worked for years so
that this wonderful place could be
protected. Today visitors from all over
the world come to this area for the
beautiful mountains, wildlife and
outdoor activities.

Creation of a National Park

Did you know that Grand Teton National Park was established in both 1929
and 19507 When Congress and President Calvin Coolidge created the park
in February of 1929 it was much smaller than it is today. The 96,000 acre park
included only the Teton Range and six lakes at the base of the mountains.

In 1943 President Franklin D. Roosevelt created the Jackson Hole National
Monument which protected the valley at the base of the Teton Range. The
210,000 acre monument included federal lands and a generous 35,000 acre
donation by John D. Rockefeller, Jr.

On September 14, 1950 Congress and President Harry S. Truman created a “new”
Grand Teton National Park. The existing national park was combined with the
national monument, creating the 310,000 acre park we know today.

Grand Teton National Park is famous for beautiful mountain scenery and wildlife.
Along with the John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial Parkway, Yellowstone National
Park and several national forests, Grand Teton is part of the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem. It is one of the most wildlife-rich areas in the world. Elk, moose,
pronghorn, bison and bears are just some of the animals that call this place home.

Since August 25, 1916, when President Woodrow Wilson signed the
National Park Service Organic Act creating the National Park Service,
the mission of the National Park Service has been to let people enjoy
the parks and to preserve them for future generations.

Today the National Park Service preserves and protects over 400

sites covering more than 83 million acres in 49 States, the District

of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, Saipan, and the
Virgin Islands. What is the nearest National Park Service site near you?
Go to www.nps.gov to find out!
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Teton Geology

Building a Mountain Range

Millions of years ago, stretching of the Earth’s
crust caused a fault, or crack, to form. Over
millions of years, earthquakes up to magnitude 7.5
shook the land. The blocks of land on either side
of the fault slipped past one another. This caused
the west block to swing up forming the mountains
and the east block to drop down forming the
valley called Jackson Hole.

A fault forms and begins to
build the mountains

Changing the Face of the Range

Beginning less than two million years ago, the
Earth’s climate cooled and glaciers (rivers of ice
and snow) began to form. These glaciers sculpted
the land. Ice up to 3,500 feet thick lowed south
across the valley floor. Glaciers flowed slowly
down the mountains, carving U-shaped canyons
and jagged peaks like the Grand Teton. At the base
of the U-shaped canyons the ice carved out basins
that are small lakes today.

Ice age glaciers change the
landscape dramatically

An aerial view of today’s
landscape

Today’s Landscape

Today the highest peak, the Grand Teton, rises
13,770 feet above sea level. The last earthquake
happened about 5,000 to 7,000 years ago but the
fault could still become active again. Imagine a
rubber band stretched to its limit; sooner or later
it will break. There are about ten glaciers in the
park today, but climate change is causing them

to shrink. The forces that shaped Grand Teton
National Park are still at work, mountains will
continue to rise, while wind, water and ice will
continue to wear down the mountains as part of a
never-ending story.

The jagged peaks of the
Cathedral Group (Grand Teton,
Mt. Owen and Teewinot)

Schoolroom Glacier is one of the
existing glaciers in the park

Weather in Grand Teton

The chart below is from data collected at Moose, Wyoming from 12/1958 to 12/2001.

1 Month Average Average Average Average Average Snow
v S Maximum Minimum Precipitation | Snow Depth
‘,}3; _ i Temperature | Temperature |(Inches) (Inches) (Inches)
AR’ VR (Degrees F) | (Degrees F)
- ”"fi,ﬁ .l}‘?’f‘f”f‘f“ January 26 1 3.00 45 28
~S AR February 31 4 2.00 31 34
March 40 12 1.60 21 32
April 49 22 1.50 9 13
May 61 31 2.00 3 0
June 71 37 1.80 0.1 0
July 80 41 1.20 0 0
August 79 40 1.40 0 0
September 69 32 1.5 0.5 0
October 56 23 1.25 4.5 0
November 38 14 2 25 2.5
December 26 1.5 2.5 39 16

-66°F 191 in.

in Grand Teton

o) Record high = Average Peaks over 12,000
93 F and low 450 In. snowfall in the 8 feet and elevation
temperatures mountains and 1 3’770 ft. of Grand Teton, the

in the valley highest peak



xplore Park Communities

A community is much like the neighborhood you live in; it is a group of plants and animals living and
interacting with one another. Within these communities, the area where a plant or animal finds food,

water and shelter is called its habitat. Over 1,000 species of plants, 60 species of mammals and 300 species

of birds can be found in different communities in Grand Teton National Park.

hoam I?

a) I live in alpine communities. I am a small
rabbit-like animal that lives in rocky places.
You may hear my alarm call, “enk! enk!”
before you see me.

Iama

b) I live in sagebrush communities. I am the
fastest land mammal in North America. I can
run as fast as 70 mph! I have short horns with
prongs and a white belly.

Iama

c¢) I live in wetland communities. I feed mainly
on fish and ducks. I use trees for perching and
nesting. My wing span can be up to seven feet
across.

Iama

d) I live in forest communities. I am always
looking for good things to eat like ants and
berries. I come in many colors and can weigh
up to 400 pounds.

Iama

Alpine

At the highest part of the mountain, above tree line (about 10,000 feet),

plants adapt to wind, snow, and lack of soil by growing close to the ground.
Wildflowers such as alpine forget-me-not, sky pilot and subalpine buttercup
grow here. Animals such as bighorn sheep and pikas can be found in the alpine
community.
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From large to small, wildlife can be found in all park communities. Can you guess the animals
described below? Match up the picture with the description.

e) I live in wetland communities. I am the
largest member of the deer family. I may
be seen standing in ponds on my long legs
looking for underwater plants to eat.
Iama

f) I'live in alpine communities. I am an expert
mountain climber. I eat small grasses and
wildflowers that grow above tree line. I have
large curved horns.

Iama

g) I live in forest communities in small herds
in the summer. At dawn and dusk I go to
the edge of the trees to eat grasses and other
plants in the meadows.

I'aman

h) I live in sagebrush communities. I make
tunnels in the rocky soil for my home. I
resemble a prairie dog, but I am smaller and
faster.

I'aman
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